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is silence about the evils which cannot be concealed from
them. A Nonconformist minister loses his livelihood if his
views displease his congregation; a member of Parliament
loses his seat if he is not sufficiently supple or sufficiently
stupid to follow or share all the turns and twists of public
opinion. In every walk of life, independence of mind is
punished by failure, more and more as economic organiza-
tions grow larger and more rigid. Is it surprising that men
become increasingly docile, increasingly ready to submit
to dictation and to forgo the right of thinking for them-
selves ? Yet along such lines civilization can only sink into
a Byzantine immobility.
Fear of destitution is not a motive out of which a free
creative life can grow, yet it is the chief motive which
inspires the daily work of most wage-earners. The hope of
possessing more wealth and power than any man ought to
have, which is the corresponding motive of the rich, is
quite as bad in its effects; it compels men to dose their
minds against justice, and to prevent themselves from
thinking honestly on social questions, while in the depths
of their hearts they uneasily feel that their pleasures are
bought by the miseries of others. The injustice of destitu-
tion and wealth alike ought to be rendered impossible.
Then a great fear would be removed from the lives of the
many* and hope would have to take on a better form in the
lives of the few.
But security and liberty are only the negative conditions
for good political institutions. When they have been won,
we need also the positive condition: encouragement of
creative energy. Security alone might produce a smug and
stationary society; it demands creativeness as its counter-